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DCRESIDENT 'S
MESSAGE

How often are we given
the opportunity to do
everythling on a particular
job?...no° time 0r money
limits--no need to coax or
persuade the owner of what
needs fixing. Hot often, if
ever;, 1 supposze. In my case,
avan 1f 1t Is my own piano, I
don't seam to get around all
of what might be needed ar
beneficial. v

I've concluded that' it is
Important to stretch myself at
times to do what often deoean't
seem ko come nakturally: Eo

strive Eor excellence in- s new.

and tharefore somewhat
encomEortable arena. The most
recent sxample of this for me
was not in tuning, regulating,
ox voiecing, but in
communicating with some of the
people I work for ak OU. ‘'Oues
Iz a service business and 1'm
often reminded that my ealling
18 to service pecple tather
than plancs, 1 hkad ta clarify
a number ef  atllitudes,
feallinga and commitments which
1 felt had been lgnoced or
denled recently, leaving me

uncomfortable din  my Job
situation, T don't know what
will result from my

initiatives; but I am crelievad
for having stretched myselE
beyond my "comfort Zone" and
done my best.

I ‘'hope' to go to ‘the
Arkansas Chaptar Spring
Seminar In four weekz. Lef's
make It a fun [ellowship and
learning time for Lthose of us
who can go togethar! P.S. 1

have found a Yamaha U-1 for =
law student who ‘has probably
Ealked wWwith mosat everyone in
our whele group during his
search.. Heé told me “what T
already knew, that 'we are an
exceptional gqroup of men—
caring, generous, and with an
amazing level of sharing with
each other as we respond o
peopleée's needs. I thought you
might want te hear that.

David Bonham, President

In atten-
dence: Gaxry
Bruce, Bab
Franka, Jesse
Jones, Norman
Cantrell, Kelth McGavern,
Nathan Sobel, David Bonham,
Tim Hast, Bob Qualls, G=rald
Braown, Jesse Lyons and gusst
Ed Hamby.

Mesting was called ko order at
231% p.m. Invegatlion by’ Tim
Hast . The minutes =nd
treasurers report were Tead
and approved.

The next meeting will be in
Neorman on Saturday Feb. 20 ak
2:00 p.m. It wWill be' held ar
the ©0O.U. Plana shop: The
technliecal will be: by Gene
Black on-key repalr.

March 12=14 is the saoth
Cantral HReglonal Seminar at
Fort sSmith, Arkansas.

{see Minutes pg 1)
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MY BAD DAY

Have yon ever had one of
"those days?" It was a3 Friday, and
that was. the-only good thing about
it, It was cold, cloudy, wet and
dreary. I wms nursing & cold and
feeling 1ike I could use a week of
bed rest  in; Hawaii. My Eirst
appointment was  one of those where
the lady left the door open with
instructions to come on  in and fune
the piano. Her hushand tworked
nights and she asked me to nol Eing
the dnorhell and wake himup (like
tuning ‘the plano wouldntel)l, I'm
alwsys a 1litkle pesvaus In a
sitbation 1ike this; I can see the
headline in the DPaily Oklahoman:
Piano Tuner Shol Setween the
Eves Wnile Hreakl 1 - House
The guote in small print would read:
"yeah, 1 shot that sorry piano tuner
as he walked right Into my house,
Iwaglne that! You'd think somecne
told him Just to coma In and maks
himself at hofmel"

I made it through ths Eirst
toning, which wes & Kimball splnet.
¥You know ona Kimball sploet the
unisons-are newver in tune for more
than 22 minutss, but this one didn't
matter because they had giant fizh
tanks on either side of the pians,
ani the roar £fram the waber pumps
was loud encugh that they would
never notice whether or not the
unizcns were any good. [ know Ehey
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sourded great to me; an insplration
for "A Little Water Masic". 1 Just
can't Handel Lt todayl

Well, the tunings ths rest of
the day went from bad to worss, With
a Kawal that had to be pitch raised,
to a Baldwin that had n=ver bDeen
tuned since it was booght 15 years
ago. But don't worry, the mice that
had 1ived in the pianc had made good
use of Lk,  After doing = 1l0-cent
pull up ard re-tune, I was re=dy for
a shower. You know thar “icky"
feeling you get when you work ina
mice-infested piano. If I had
wantad to work with doo-doo all day
long I would have been a plumber, or
a politician.

Then came my last tuning of

the day. Way out in the counfry
where you locate the  house by
celestial navigation and. some

natural landmarks dike "300 feat
east of the red barn on the south
end of ElLlly Bobs from." I located
the house and oot comes "Loba"  the
dog from Hell, @ 400-pound mix of
Chow and something deéemonic: I
normally get on well with dogs  but
since "Lobe! thooght the "HY  op oy
hood stocd for "hors  d'ceuwvres”
instead of "Honda', I opted to . sit
Ln oy car and hopk  the hozro ontil =
little 4-foot tall elderly lady with
black halr (blacker than I have sver
seen before) came to my rescus.,  She
had a little stick that she uded to
(mee Bad Day pgo 4}
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NORM'S NOMNCENTS

I hope wyou 311 had & good
Valentines Day and were shle to give
that speclal somecne a  special
expression of your affection, Bs
vou know I have been exchanging
tiewsletlers  with othsr chapters.
Some of you omay recail | the
Hewsletter Contest which we entered
lagt sumrmes. We wers not the
winners of the contest bot I have
begun to exchange with Mark Stivers,
edltor of The Valiey Techmician
whose newslietter did win £irst place
in the contest. After receiving my
First edition of the Wvalley
Technician' I can see why and how
they won. 1 will be bringing a copy
of this issue to the next mesting so
wol  can see and appreciate the
Eslent contained within.

Cne of the things that they do
in the Sacramento Chapter is to have
anrual awards to those who  have
cohtelbuted acticles for publicstion
in the newsletter. In-that veln I
would like to thank Tim Hast for his
continued contribotiors to our
mewsletber. I would also like to
urge, compal, plead with but not beg
other menbers of our chapter to
consider writing an article or two
for thiz f£ine (almost awerd winning)
publicatlon. [%11 do my best to
give you the best,

Hormsn Cantrcell, ED ¥

ANt RO VERES
¥¥ When your apouse tells you
"1 love you" it is not 3 good
idea to respond wlth the word
“gittan L

The Sgoner TUREY, ...,

seblication of the D3laless Cnapter P25
Wadmah Sesbuell, bswez. Edlcer. B ecEicimw
may ke tWpled wiTEeRE FIrRRas pRImieatom
n Iileally aeged, Baos cezbelbubisss
Le Gamtvsil, BEltmcy The Becawc Tener)
TaH1 MW AF0N; BElakess ClEy, 88 FRIO0
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LT N EVENTYS
Mark your
calendars for
this saturday &z
the date with
2100 pom. &5 the
tlme for ocor
niExt mesting,
The meeting Will
be held at the QU Plano Shop with
our own  Sens Black givina Ehe
technical on Key Repair.

Mext ~month: there 188 no
scheduled chapter mesting as wa ace
encouraging as meny as  pesalble to
attend the Spring: Seminar In Fort
Snith. This on= is as close to home
as possible =o' plan now to  attend.
Alsg note that the hoetel room ratea
are as reasonable as ['ve Bver seen
for ‘@ convention hotsl, ¥

Minutes (cont.)

Tm has been acked o  teach aclass
at the npational convention on
Pinblock Plugging.  Mational will
pay for the hotsl for +wo nights.
Tim, has =asked the chapter to
consider paying the roond trip
alrfare for him. This will be
brought up at the next meeting.

A motion was made by Tim Hast for
BHob Qualls to b= the delegate at the
93 national convention.  Thiz was
secarded by David Booham and  Gazy
Bruce. 1t was approved by the
chapter.

Worman asked for more articles for
the nessletter.

Technical w5 given Ly Bob Qualls.
He talked about  his many years
experience and showed us some of his
tools thet he started with and has
ugad over the years.
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Bad Day, cont.

whack "Loba! on the nose as he
would dyhges ab  me. Zhe
Insisted that he dido't blie,
but every Eime I turned away
Eram him to head toward the
door of the house he would
come- In for Ehe 'kill. She
wauld whack him, and [ would
gekt = fook or kwo  nearer the
house befoce [ would have to
turn around apnd Eace Lhe dog,
wielding my tool case as  a
shield between me and The Jaws
af death- t Fimally got
inside, and "Lobo® gave me a
parting look of disdain, asa LE

to say, "There is 3lways a
next -time#, and you are dead
meat, "

This piano was not much
better that the mouse palace
Baldwin I had Just come from.
After a pull-up and & retune,
I escaped out the front door,
while "Lobo" w3s In back
chewling on the plumbez. The
pexkt thing 1 remember  was
stepplng {n  the back deoor of
my house and promising myself
if I ever had a day Like this
one  again, I would LhEGW my
tnols o the creek and kake up
wyoga for a living.

Tim llast, RET
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