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PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

Greelings
from the Bonham
hotsehold, As
we pack the wvan
for a trip teo
vislt friends (n
Minnesota, I wish for you as
well as our family a real
opportunity to get out of your
reqular schedule and routine.
It doesn't have to be an exotic
vacation, but T think It needs
to be enough of a change S0
that when resume  your
regular schedule, 1t feels new
arnd different somchow. A new
gerspective and the chance for
change are most posslble at
these times, Hay 'wm  all
experience this durlng this
summer |

I logk Eorward to seelng you
at ‘Albert Evans Plano Shop on
the Z4th and agaln at our house
for a picnlc and water fun in

Aogust,

By the way [ had someone
call aboukt her plans being ouk
of tune right after I Einlshed
tming 1t. T had her turn off
her ceiling fan over the plano
ard try it agaip., She called
back and apologlzad. 1 imaglne
wa'ye 211 had an experience of
trying to tune with auch fans
around us, Fun, huh?

bavld Banham, Presldent

UPCOMING EVENTS

July 14-18 PIG Mational Conertion; Miluadee

Jely

Axpmt 21
residonce.

et. 1517 Texes State Sswminsr; Huston, TX

Chaptor mxding at Albert Evans Piano
Storw; 2:00 pom.

Chapter picpic at David Bodaae™s
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NCRM'™S NONCENTS

I have been in the process of
rebuilding the engine on my wife's 1975
Chevy Nowva. As I was ln the middle of
removing ("pulling™ for those shade txee
mechanics ocut there) the engine, I realized
why I becsme inmvolved in plano tuning and
repalr and Ieft the grease pit behind.
Hany of you may not realize that my f£irst
job out of High School was as a bicycle
mechanic. So 1 have had my share of dirty
fingernails over the years. Planos are for
the most part a moch cleaner item upon
whirh Eo work. This has become
increasingly mere important ower the last
few years, To the point now that T really
don't enjoy the taske of refinishing as
michas I once dild.

I have also had te contend with
changes in my life in other ways this
summer. First I am jusk now getbting used
to hawvite three childeen instead of two, 1
have not yet walked off and left my new

daughter anyvwhere buk it Is still just now

slnking in that there really are thres
children.

23 1F three children were not encogh
change my dog has blessed us with eight
Dalmatian puppies, We were not planning on
breedirg our dog thiz apring but evidently
God  in ‘His  infinite wizdom and the
nelghbors male dalmatian had other plans.
The puppies are full blood bub not
reglsterad since we are nob cartaln just
who the father of these poor walfs is. 1
am not. planning on applying for government
assistance but it would be nlce 1f they

could be claimed as tax exenptions in 1993,
Somehiow I can't imagine BL1l and HEYlary
going for that, The pupples are for sales
and If anyone would like one please fes)
free to contact me immediately. ALl
procesds are golng to the engine rebuilding
fund.
Changing the subject and moving from
summer to planos, I have run across bwo
unususl items which may be of some interest
to the readership. The first was a Tuning
on & Gulbransen conscle with a Wood &
Erooks 907 blow action, Planos equipped
with thle typs of action are not common bot
you may zoun into them every once in a
while. There are plctures of the action
parts in the American Supply catalogue but
the parts are ne longer avallable. The
other item of Interest iz a Warlltzer
player grand I am rebullding. The thing
that makes this unusual 1= the fact that
there is no pinblock. From the top side
the plano looks normal enough bat the
tuning ping have a slot cut {n them and a
wedge driven ‘up into them from the bottom
to provide enough f£rictlien Eo hold a
tmming. If you would like to see this some
time I am just getting started en the job
and it should be in my shop for a couple of
ronths, I reallze that this Information
wWill not affact the sutcome of the Japsnese
Trade Summit or end world hunger bot 1
thought you might be Interested in
something out of the ordinary. Don't let
the summer heat deive you to exhaustion.

Norman Cantrell, ED. 1]
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THE

LEGEND

OF

MEL FAMEY

The legend is told of Mel Famey.
Who is Mel Famey you ask? Mel Famey
vas one of the all time great
basehall pitchers in the late 20's
and early 30's. There was no egual
to Mel Famey. He stood aleone. Mel
was so talented that his team really

didn't bother to keep much of a3
"Bull Fan". He held several
records. Records like most strike

cuts in a row, most innings without
a hit, fewest walk=s allowed to nams
a Tew.

Then there was the big game in
Clevaland back 1n T31. Clevel and
was dead last in the divisien. In
fact they were dead last In the
entire league. They didn't stand a
chance against the likes of Hel
Famey but they were undaunted in
their resolve. They knew that Hel
had an affection for beer. So they
arvanged to load Mel's Tocker with
several bottles of the best they
could find. They even went eo far
as to place an'entire case in the
dugout at the end of the bench vhere

the Bth inning he wWwas so soused

they knew that Mel weould be sitting.

Sure enough the temptation was
too great for Hel. and he began to
indulge himael . Befors long he was
guite tipsy. About the bottom of
he
began to pitel wildly. First aone
walk and then another until before
lang several runs had been scored by
Cleveland without a single hik. The
manager became se furious that he
pulled Mel sut of the game, but it
wats too late. Cleveland had built
up Just enough eof 3 lead that it
could not be avercome in the time
remaining. The hapless bullper was
no helpg 2ither and Cleveland went an
ta win by a score of B te 3.

At the end of the game tuo aof the
Cleveland players were walking back
to the locker room and one of them
spied the now empty case of beer in
the visitors dugout, He asked what
it wWas. "That, " replied his
teammate, "is the beer that made Mel
Famey walk us."”

OKLAHOMA PTG PERSONAL

ANNDUNCENMENT. FRON KEITH McGAVERY

Carol Beifneman and I officially
became wife and hushand
on June 6, 1953
We were married In our home at
824 North Unlen with
‘Paster Karen Fowler-Lindemwlder presiding
dnd nine withesses present.

Thank you for your prayers
in this matter.
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Piane Tuning to Equal Temperament

by Travis

Gordy,

RPT

A DESCRIPTION

There are many diEferent procedures for
Mlaying the bearings', or setting the
temperament For equal tempered tuning. I
hesitate to think the procedure I have used
for years, or my "newly discoversd” on=,
would be npew to the world of piane
technicizns, but on the chance someocne may
Find my procedure to their liking I would
like to share 1t with you.

For many years I have used a procedure
which can be described simply a3 going in
both directisne from 4, the ddea being to
not extend tuning intervals away Efrom the
anchor poinkt (&), any _farther than
necessary (A to D, D to G, G to C, € to F3
then back to A to go in  the okther
direction, A to E etc.) This can be
described © further as tunding primarily by
&ths and Sths and testing by 3rds and Eths.
It 1= fast and sccurate when tuning & well
designed planc with 4tha and Sths clean and
beautiful, but can give problems with small
and lesa well designed instruments.

My new procedure relies heavily on 3rda
and Bths as primary tuning intervals and
leads to appropriate beat rates-early on.
€1 cavtien: 3rds and Bths are not useful a=
primary dintervals if changing pitch wery
mech in which case #4ths and Sthe give a
Fest approximate tEI_pen'unt te mstahlish
tension necessary to sustalnm a final
setting) The anchor continues to be A3,
and the temperament octave F3 to F&. AFter
establishing A3, The next three notes tuned
[zee the tuning procedure cight) make it
easy to establish Ehe correct beat rates
for the rest of the octave with perhaps
slight adjustmente. For exawmple, iF A#-D
beats nearly the same @s F-0 rather than 1
1/% beakts per sec, Faster;, and A#F checks
out to be no meore than 1 beat/sec. wide of
F, and D ia about L beat/eec. wide of A,
then the [irst eatimation of 7 besta/sec.
for F-A was not §fast enough, s0 flat F a
1ittle, retune Al and compare the 7, 8, and
9.5 beat rate intervals again.

(eee Tuning, pE 5)
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THE PROCEDURR

Begin this procedure after tuning A¥ to A4
at 440 cpa.

Tupe F3 to A3 with best guess of 7
beats/sec
wide 1 beat Asec
¢ 8 deat/cec
Tune A#3 to-_E.FJ wide I beat/zec
D4, 8.5 beatsssec
(Check the 7, 8, 7.5 beat rate progressionl

Tune D4 Eo

Tune F#3 to  _A#3, 7 beats/fcec.

Tune C#4 ¢t ¥3 narcow 1/2 bealssec.
ﬂ_d]., 9 beats/szec.

Ab thiz paipt 3F A-C# beats = Iittie slower
thanA#=0, -and FF-CF iz & good Sth, and Ff-
AF bpeats slower Lhan A-C# snd 8 1ittle
faster than F-A, a geod start is indicated
slthough s1ight adijustment may be necessary
ax B3 is Funed. ;

Tung G#I o ——=C#4 wide 1 bealssec.

Tune ©4 to G#3, 8.5 beats/sec
_—:}‘J narrow 1/2 beat/sec.

Tune 63 to ——04 wide 1 beal/sec.
nparrow 1.2 beal/sec.

3, 8 beatsssec

3 wide I beat/sec.

Comwpare beat rates of G3-83 to F3-03 te be

the same.

Tune B3I to

Tune D4 ¢ 1 wide I Bbeatssec.

#3 narrow 1/7 beat/sec.
#3, 8.5 begts/Ssec.

ER, 10 beats/see.

Compare dost rates of F#3-Dd to G#3-C4 to

be the sape.

wide 1 beat/sec.
AT narrow 172+ beat aec.
2, | beatssscc.
y 10.5 beais/sec
Cospare best rates of G3-E4 to A3-C#4 to be
the sase.
(see Procedure, pg 5.J)

Tune £4
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EHE
MINUTES

The last wmeeting
waz held June 17th at
the OU piane shop in
Harman,

The mesting was callied to erder at 7:00
p.m. with 10 in attendance. The mceting
began with a silent invecation followed by
the minutes from the May meeting.

The minutes were read and approved.
The tressurer's report Followed with & bank
halance listed as 32351 .64,

The. newcletter report was given with a
reminder that all ‘articles should be
-submitted by the 3rd of the wmonth to
expedite publication,

Prograas and Arvangements stated that the
next wesbing would be Saturday, July 24th
at 2:00 p.w. at Albert Evane Plane Store in
Oklahoma City on north HMeArthur, The
technical presentation will be given by
Gene Black on the subjfect of using a jig ko
"dope” a pinblock For seccuracy.

The Following wotion wes made: A new
committes be Formed Ffor Ehe purpose of
local premetion of PIG ameng the general
public. This commities would Be charged
wWith investigsting methods of advertising
and promebien of PTG and PIG activities.
AY1 such promotions would be subject te
chipter approval. Thils motion was =made by
Korman Cantrell,  associate; and was
geconded by Tim Hast. After discussion the
mofion was approved. The copmittes formed
as a result includes Tin Hast and Horman
Cantrell.

A letter was read from Ehe  Enoxville
Chapter president  concerning the debate
over classgification . ofF Asscciates and
BPT's.

A motien Was wmade to Furnish the chapter
delegate, Bob Qualls, a daily per diem in

the amount of 3220.00. Motion Made by Tim
Hast and Seconded by Norwan Cantrell.
Mstion carried)

The technical presentation was given by
Foss Trawick over Eey Top Irisming
Techniques.

Hathan Sobel, Sz2cretary/Tressurere /]

Tuning
from pg. 4

The 3rd and 6th beat rates shown in the
procedure are useful approximations and not
intended to be @bsclute. The same iz true
for 4ths and Sths. In theory 4ths wvary
from .8 to 1.2 beats per second from F3-A84
to Cé-Fd4 respectively. Where the lines
connect more than one note to the note to
e tunad, either on= can be used first., )

Procedure
from pg.d

Rine P to——— 4 wide ]+ beat /sec.

AT narrow a little less
thag 1 beat/sec.

——GF3, 3.5 bests/sec.

—CFd, 11 beats sec.

L F3 octave [(stretched)

compare the bezF rates of GI3-F¢ to ARI-D4
ko be the samp. Test ascending 3pds and
&the for even best increase. 4

ERies SpAECE I8 almestc smDesl
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Helln this ‘is
Bacnhoff and

Bok
this i3 Tuner Talk.
Once again we are
short on s=pace 50

let's check the
mail and gekb
started.

Deay Bob:

Since fhis is "The Year of the
Bubba® and I am a piano technician,
how can I tell ‘if "Bubba®" has just
called on the telephona. I would
really appreciate your advice on
thliz one. Z

Inguiring in Irving

The Sgoner Tunsr
2251 HW 18th

Oklahoma City, OK 73107

BEONER Ay

¥ITH

Bob Barnhoff

Dear Inguining:
Here are 8 few suggestions:

1. If he offers tn zell yoi a "stand opt
plano. )

2. If he.calls it a "pie-annie,

3. If hercalls to see 1f yon have 3 cstring
to replace tha one he Just broke tuning it
himself. (especially +true if he wants
mittiples of strings). !

4, If he warns.you to beware of the dog
gince it last ate the postman's panta.

5. If you smell spuff ower. the phone,

Wnile this 1list Is not all inclusive
I hope the guidelines are helpful.

Eobh
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