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Official Newsletter, Oklahoma Chapter 731
The Piano Techniclans Guild, Inc.
March ‘98

NEXT MEETING

DATE: March 12th
TIME: B:30AM
LOCATION: Norhiwes! Baplist Church
3030 NW 23rd, OKC
Al5-042-5557

DIRECTIONS: From |-44 & 23rd oo east to Drexel,
then south ane block, then east one block, go lo oas! parking lot

*++ TEGHNICAL * * *

Teflon Bushings - Friend or Foe?
by Keth MeGaven, RPT

Explora 1ha seality of tellon bushings :
intraduced In Stalmvay planes from 1962 fough appokdmaliely 1082
© This represemts about 35 000 pisnos.
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Norman ‘Cantrell, Preslelent. e 4005-525-7762
Koss Trawick, Vice Prosldént. . . 405-427-6663
Dravid Wallace, Secrotary.. i 405-T55-422 |
Gary Bruce, Treastrer e rrerrrassiamases 405-348-3713

{E-mil address: garybrucegang®iuno.com)
Keith MoGavern, Newsletter..ocomene 405-275-8600
(PO Box 1583, Shawnes, OK 74802-1585)
({E-mall address: kamS44®{onct.net)

LAST MEETING

Big turnaut &t the last meeling kid ot Aops Trawlck's ploce, Lots of
doings with business Ileme, soclal activiiles, apd B superb technical on
hanging hammears ma vertical plang Ross created some ingenious figs tor
{his job on a viery unigue Chickeding small upright. 11 aven had brass dempar
heads that Boss individualty paished, Prefty Imgnessival

1998 SCHEDULED MEETINGS

April 1615

May 211

Jung t8th

uly jna meeting) All mesting times 8.:30AM
August 20th - encapt July & Dacarrbar
September 1710

Oxtaber 22nd

Mowembet 19t

Dacamber (undacidad)
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

March i & teally infteresting month. 1t s made inarosting by tha
Tact that tt follows Fabounry, In fact, it follows fo closaly to Fabrary,
Bocause Fabruary doclded 1o be @ short month, [t allows Match (o
~mreaEk up on you almaost complataly By sumpess, Sure you know n
your hearts thal March Is coming, but February fools you. Every faur
years it pulls this (itle Leap Year trick that disguises |/ inta foalng a
little more like & regliar month with 29 days and all. St the rast ol
the tima- il [ust hangs oyl making you beSavs thal you have all the
tims in the world, whan In fag!, I's March, &nd you haven'l aven
“changed the dats on your walch yel. This explains Why | lorget 10
£=nd Kaith this aflicio untl loday. | Bcospl fobal respansibity, but |
st say fhal February s a snopky letle month.

| v bean reliving some of my high school days, (n fust, | have
fireally figured out just why 1'had to take Alpehea in school You see |
fave 8 5on wha is currently taking Algsbra, &nd the only reasin | can
gee fof learning f In high school wes so that | wauld be equipped to
faalp him wilh his homewerk.

It & smazing &l ol thi things we kearmad in schood, or 0 (fe which
we have shalvad |ust walling for sprme opporunity 1 uss them. | am
sure | have forgattan many things in regard to plano wark whigh |
have sheived, |us! wadling lar tha right Instrument (o cross my path,
wlmmlmwmmwﬁneﬂmm It b5 amazing
what the human mind can store.  Of courss you have o pul
somathing in, i ordar 10 store it

That i one of tha nica things about PTG, Ourpartictpation allows

us lo gather lips and ideas which we may nat put iImmedistely ina
practice, but If wo pay attantion 1o thiem and sinm tham praperly,
thoy may prove very benofloial.

| ope all of you can moke this manth's mesting. 1t s sehedulad
for tha: 12th to allow you fo partisipate fully in spring braak, 11 wil be
hald at Narthwest Baptist Church in OKC. Thera was a tarrfic lumout
2l last month's meeling, lndirmaburnshﬁtafmihmﬁ'glnhw
Don't It & sneak up on you!

Normen Cantrell, RFT




PIANOTECH (Internet) STUFF
“..a littls histary of the development
of the Kawai EX piano..."
b Don Manning RPT, Managet, Kavai Piano Technical Suppod

Dite) Thi, 24 Apr 1957

Around 1680 Kawal opened It's modam grand plano lactory naar
I-hmmu This s on2 of thoss super modem piano tnclores you'va
heard about in Japen, whare evaryihing is gearsd iowards oficiency
and precision, Alongsida ihe factory &nd office bulidings is & liths
Inkn with anothsr buliding alongeide, which ks the Kawal R&D
Iaboratory. This has the enecholo chamber and all the computerized
measuromant and analysls aguipmant, 2nd has & large warkshop area,
5o that they can bukd things and rod tham right inta the |ak and test
fham. This whola departmant is rafarad 1o as the “Labaratony” by
Knwal smployess. i 5 & place wivero most plana techniciang woulkd
gl'mi:wmmh[nghmﬂ B laast long enough to learn 108 of whal thay

Beskdes doing research, the Kawal RAD lab makes pancs. Each
piano i a Mie oilferent from the next becausa each ona &s lesling
$0ma now small design changa. | Thesa am the EX piancs: The
Inbomiony can only producs 30 or 0 EX pianos in This way per yaar,
and lhese am the ingtrumants that ar Kavals premier concont
Insiruments. Since the sarly '80s this faciily has mada only abaid 400
EX planos.

Tho labaratory also makes the AX-A plans,. That modol plano s
Tiniphed off jreguiation ard yoloing) in the production feclary, but the
Insirumant &5 mada in the HAD iaboratoey.

Al Kpwal Amarica we currently have 4 EX planas in this ahowroem ar

ol an local koan. The oldest i #36, and the youngest (n Gupar
powarul Instrument] s #3768, #38 was on loan to o Univeralty for many
yours (| beliave the University deaided to bty ona finally - 'm not gure
theugh), and |ust had & new s=tof hammers-and shariks natalled.
This pigna dogsn have the power of the new EX pldngs, but has a
similar U, rovnd fone quality thai sings nicaly. | was intarested to
soa that it has all single-lied trable sirings - the new ones are more
trditonatly streng

f1et3)

page 3 page 4



| have pisied and tuned many line conced plinos cver the years,
and | have picked my lavories cut - | can remamiae a very ina
Mason & Hamén, 3 or 4 really wonderful Sicimway Ds (mostly New
York, ae P've only ssen 5 coupls of Hamburg Ds up close), and one.
wmmﬂnmmmmmmmmmm
wvoioed a b thin and bright for me}. The new EX planan Ihat wa have
h&mmhlhmcﬂmhwmhmmwﬂaﬂ
opinicn.

Theey do'vary. One will ba a Tt less powarlul butwil sling
baautituily, The nastwil blow the Windows out and sound similar to
onaof those huge, fat foned New Yark D8’ Bt avan with the
wariabilty the quailly of sound and action ane coraistanily up tharo
with he bestinsirements.

W name some of the planos allar Groek gods alier thay have
been Used & il and establish 8 parsonally.

Wi hdver one hare now (Aphroda) which has the widest dynamic
range of any plana | have played - when it first comea i had been
anmmhymmMnﬂﬂhmnﬁmﬁ‘mmhvﬂnmmm
tha ectlon and sealad tha plano, and ke silica gal couldn't nandis It
alll} e0 was tarribly soft and mishy sounding - | thaught we had a real
dog. Oma of the haad wicers from Jagan (Mr. Dlako, fof thosa who
have met him) wes coming. 5a o voked the piino Up, thon ovensd
things out, and 1his piana has beedme svaryona's lavorite. Itis
incresfdy werm and rich whin playod sofily, has o clean and purs
fona, and coultd ba played comiarably in amy fving room. Whan you
dig into it rears, and wil fill any concert hatl, Really on nmazing piano.

Prod, Merzhanov (lrom Lhe Moscow Consenmiony and

Rechmaningy competition) pedormed on it hatein LA, mtfaﬂ.m
e asked If wa could ship it 10 Maseew for the naxt compatitiant

23
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Ve have anothas EX (as yet unnemed) which | thaugh! was our leagl
mifted of the new instrumants, but which was loaned 10 Avwadagin Pratt
mmmmmmmmmm I had been & bit
weak in tane (he was playing the Brahms fimt concere, | think) o |
gpant & day bringing tha fona ug a litis and Increasing the power in the
mig-tretia a bit. He has now requested thal this same instrumant ba
tsed foe some of his fuluse concerds. [ light of the compasison
betwasn this and the olher EXs wa hove on hand | was very suritised
that b fiked # 50 much - but this heiped give me perspective on hiw
B cancert planst woukd rank il compared 1o all the planos he sses,

Well, encigh. Sorry this s 5o long; but | ¢oan halp that it s @
tavorite sublect, and | ysuslly bite my tongus (maybe sit on my hands
Iz & baliar dascription) and Iry not to spout off too much, | am vary
tartunata fo e abke bo work on fand practice on at lunch timal) theze
instrumants.

1T refrain fnom further gushing now,

By the way, & rumar was circulated by somenne fram encthes plano
Iast summe regerding the plonists’ oversmeiming cholcs of
the EX &t tha Willlarn Kapell compatition in 1996, This rumar accused
Kawal of paying money (the rimor was aven speificl 52,0000 18
compatitars It ey used the Kawal. This is fdlellous and, of colrsa,
unfrue. First ol all, what & holiow euccesd that wousd ba once word got
outf Bscond, anyons who knows Kawal's spending palicy in matkaling
knawes Lhal tha dea |s protty ahsurd. The planists had their chaice of
piangs, and most of tham just e the Kowal boltar

| mentioned ihis iumar to Sing Hal:Su, the second prize winner,
whin | tuned for hee in Janusry. ammmmannml 1 wish that
ware trugl | could use the money!®

Don Menning BPT; Mancgar

Kawal Plang Teahnieal Supparl, U.S: and Canada
Daontannino@worldnet.alt net or CManning @ kawaius com

[Fatd)
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- = CLASS NOTES =
(Taleen by Keith MeCavern, RPT, from a sepinar long ago)

Grand Reconditioning”
by Susan Graham, APT

1) Newer plck up anything you can break.
2) Ouota price spread $500-5800, not around S60C
mwmnnmmmmemmmmm

uomwnwnmmmmy
Confract (mem than cne day, 173 down)

&) Make cortum tho parson raquesting tha work s he paying party.

) Tima & exparionce ks wiat | have 1o s8ll, can' take niceness to
T baric.

“The Art of Volcing™
by Lou Tascionl, APT

1) Every hamemer & diforant,

2) What works Tor on does not necessatily work Tor another,

3) Botor voicing: funing, reguiation, touch waighl

4) Hpmimars 200 whnt the 8a (you have To lsam (o work with-
{ham af lace valoa)

5) Toha 18 on tha surirca. Volume Is undemesth. They work
hang-in-hand

) Surface nendling doés not ixst. So whal, neither does A luning,

7) Volclig changes iom day-1o-day with usage, tempersiurs, and
Py,

8) Planisis compensate fof volcing discepancies,

%) Only ga for the obvious, Odd man ou.

10} Have a poin| of referencn S0 you won't over volca:

11) If possibhe, have the customer establish & point of relerence

85 to haw fey wanl thelr plana fo sound.

12) Ui white: chalk 1o mirk, Tall o erse,

1) Froper volelng does not shorten the e of the hammar,
Exceplions: grooves Irom playing, of volcing back & fnrﬂ:

betwpan baght & dull constantly.

4] Cualies of valcing: sustain, Umbre, lons, volums

15) Hardening hommess panetratis and works best tha
fimt Kirria nrnund Lasceysar will drit bo innar core,

16) Pound In your voling,
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Recommended Reading

“Three vs. Four"
by ¥ai-Lam Hong, Westar Michigan Chaplar
{Piang Technicians Jaumal, February 1888, page 24
This articls might surprisa you. Fratly interesting!

The “Kick" Zone
(closely selated 1o after louch)

from
Kesth MeGavem, RPT

“You will never have a grester of lasser dominion than that ovar yoursel *
* (Loonaide da Vin)

“Everyone has o photographic mamary. Some just don't have tim *
{oUthor unkngwn)

“By uslrg vour Infedligenca, .
yall £an somelimes make your probloms hwice as complizated."
{Aghlaigh Brilllans) 1

“IF It can't ba dahe ihe vay 1t aholld ba dona,
i shoukd be dong the way Il cun b dona.”
(fram an old Netherand carpantar]

Law of Unintendad Consequance.
whare soiving ane probiam will couse af bast one new ona.
{uthor Lnknewn)

Al gxpressiens of opinson and all sistements of supposed focts are
pieiliched on it suthotdy of the authar as listed and ate ned 1o be regamied
£5 exgessing e viovs of this Chaplor or tha Piano Technicians Guid
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