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Fifteen days ago, while visiting my two sisters in Port Angeles, WA, we learned that our mother 
had suddenly, and unexpectedly died. Much of these two weeks has been about dealing with 
arrangements, planning her memorial service, and moving and distributing her possessions. We 
have come to know things about  her  that we didn’t  know before,  such as  how she nearly 
became one of the first women to become ordained as a minister in the Methodist Church. She 
had a full-ride scholarship to theological  seminary,  but before she finished her  degree,  she 
married our dad, and that caused her to forfeit the funds. She chose to devote her life to my 
dad’s ministry, raise us kids, be a Christian educator, a choir director and teach piano lessons. I  
am very proud of her, and I am more aware than ever before how blessed I was to be born to 
such great parents. Deaths of loved ones are good times for reflection and rededication to living 
out our convictions. What really matters to you, and for what do you want to be remembered?

On the lighter side … are you coming to our next meeting, which will be followed by the close-
out auction at Albert Evan’s store? I think we could all learn a lot together at that event. And 
how about the upcoming South Central Regional Conference event in Kerrville, TX, October 
15-17. I will be teaching a class on piano moving which will involve Barbara and me hauling 
all our moving equipment (and perhaps our kayaks as well) to a beautiful part of the country. I 
encourage each of you to try to attend this as well.

This Month's Meeting
(see next page)

Oklahoma Chapter President
David Bonham, RPT

http://okptg.org/index.html
http://www.scrcptg.org/
http://www.ptg.org/Scripts/4Disapi.dll/4DCGI/cms/review.html?Action=CMS_Document&DocID=19&MenuKey=Menu27


Next Meeting
Saturday

September 22nd

Locations
Grandy's Restaurant

8:45am

Albert Evans Piano Company
Absolute Real Estate & Inventory Auction

10:00am

Oklahoma Chapter Vice President
Gary Bruce, RPT

http://www.dakil.com/upcoming-auctions/922-albert-evans-piano-co-real-estate-inventory
http://www.dakil.com/upcoming-auctions/922-albert-evans-piano-co-real-estate-inventory
http://www.bing.com/maps/?v=2&style=r&where1=5900%20NW%2039th%20Expressway,+Oklahoma%20City,+OK,+73122


Minutes from Oklahoma Chapter PTG Meeting

The August 16 meeting was held at Oklahoma Christian University, Edmond . 
Oklahoma.

The meeting began with a prayer at 8:47 AM.

Members present were David Bonham, Norman Cantrell, Keith Morgan, Bob 
Scheer, Keith McGavern, Eric Williams, Gary Bruce, Jordan Bruce, and one 
visitor Brad Broomfield.

Treasurers report yielded $3,266.11 in the Chapter account.

Norman gave a Convention report, including   Yamaha's gift of the 37 Action 
Regulating Steps to the Home Office. Preparations are being made to offer this 
as a training seminar to PTG members and associates.Instructor training for 
conventions and Regional Seminars is also being planned in order to improve 
the quality of the classes.

A motion to suspend the October meeting was moved and seconded, due to the 
upcoming Regional Seminar in Texas.

  Norman Cantrell gave a thorough and interesting technical on "Voicing the hot 
pressed hammer".

Oklahoma Chapter Secretary
Bob Scheer, RPT

DISCLAIMER

“All expressions of opinion and all statements of supposed facts are published on the 
authority of the editor as listed and are not to be regarded as expressing the views of 
this chapter or the Piano Technicians Guild unless statements or opinions have been 

adopted by the Chapter or the Guild.”



SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL CONFERENCE (SCRC)
October 15-17, 2012

YO Ranch Hotel, Kerrville, TX
Contact: Dale Probst

wardprobst@wardprobst.com, 940-691-3682
www.scrcptg.org

Oklahoma Chapter Officers
June 2012 – May 2013

President – David Bonham, RPT
Vice President – Gary Bruce, RPT

Secretary – Bob Scheer, RPT
Treasurer - Gary Bruce, RPT

Newsletter Editor – Keith McGavern, RPT

ptg.org  ~  my.ptg.org  ~ okptg.org

~ High Lights ~

Yuja Wang
(classical pianist)

Celine Dion
(Canadian Singer)

One Direction - What Makes You Beautiful
(5 Piano Guys, 1 piano)

(submitted by Dale Probst)

Oklahoma Chapter Newsletter Editor
Keith McGavern, RPT

http://www.scrcptg.org/
mailto:wardprobst@wardprobst.com?subject=SCRC%202012
http://www.okptg.org/
http://my.ptg.org/
http://ptg.org/
mailto:Keith%20McGavern%20%3ctune-repair@allegiance.tv%3e
mailto:Gary%20Bruce%20%3cgary.bruce@oc.edu%3e
mailto:Bob%20Scheer%20%3charmonicabob@sbcglobal.net%3e
mailto:Gary%20Bruce%20%3cgary.bruce@oc.edu%3e
mailto:David%20Bonham%20%3cdavidbonham1@cox.net%3e
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0VqTwnAuHws&sns=em
http://okptg.org/archives/highlights/2012/09/dion.html
http://okptg.org/archives/highlights/2012/09/wang.html


SOME PICS FROM AUGUST MEETING

A   Demonstration of Fazioli Voicing Techniques  
by Norman Cantrell, RPT

(video excerpts)

Business Meeting
(video excerpts)

http://okptg.org/archives/pics/2012/08/16/bus.mov
http://okptg.org/archives/pics/2012/08/16/tech.mov
http://okptg.org/archives/pics/2012/08/16/tech.mov


JULY 2012
Executive Outlook

Submitted by Norman Cantrell, RPT
PTG Vice President

Continuing Education
Norman Cantrell, RPT
PTG Vice President

I am committed to being a lifetime learner.  There is simply not enough time to experience everything so I must 
make  a  commitment  to  learn  new  things.  It  broadens  my  perspective  and  enhances  my  worth  in  the 
marketplace.  By being a member of PTG each of you has made a commitment to learning.   If each member 
has made a commitment to learning it is incumbent upon the organization as a whole to provide opportunities 
for  learning  to  take  place.  Not  only  should  we be  committed  to  provide  opportunities  but  we should  be 
committed to making each avenue contain quality content so that every member receives the best return on his  
or her investment.
How does PTG do that? 

The Journal continues to provide excellent content covering a broad range of topics.   The editorial staff  is 
always on the look out for additional input.  As this is a member driven organization, that content should be 
coming from you.  While you may not consider yourself a gifted writer each member can at least contribute an 
idea to the Tips Tools and Techniques section.   Others have the ability to explore a topic at length and provide a 
complete article or series of articles for the readership.

Our seminars and conventions are also a source for continued education.  As we examine the approach to our 
education we must always be asking ourselves, “Is this the best approach or can we improve?”  Over the past 
eighteen months the Board of Directors has been looking at partnering with the International Association for  
Continuing  Education  and  Training  or  IACET  with  a  goal  of  improving  our  educational  offerings.  This 
organization  has been around since 1968 and provides certification  to a variety of  organizations for  their  
continuing education processes.  This endeavor will make PTG evaluate the way we offer continuing education 
and make adjustments accordingly.  This can be compared to PTG as an organization taking the RPT exams to 
see if what we think we know really passes muster when compared to the educational principles and protocols 
in the marketplace.  Ask any RPT if  they learned things during the exam process that  made them better 
technicians and you will get a resounding, “Yes!”  Ask any person who has attempted the exam process and 
come up short of passing if they learned some things in the process, and if they answer honestly they will also  
reply, “Yes.”

Why should PTG even bother to pursue IACET certification for our continuing education?  Honest evaluation of 
who we are and what we do will always lead to a roadmap for improvement.  The reality is that convention 
attendance has been declining over  the past few years.  There are a multitude of  reasons why  but if  we 
continue to do the same thing over and over expecting different results we will have achieved the definition of 
insanity.  If  as  a result  of  this  pursuit  the  quality  of  classes  offered at  conventions  goes  up,  perhaps the 
motivation  to  attend  will  also  rise.  Better  education  benefits  all  and  gives  us  more  value  in  the 
marketplace.  Individuals  must  be  committed  to  being  lifetime learners  and organizations need  that  same 
commitment as well.  

mailto:vp@ptg.org%20
http://my.ptg.org/PTG/MyProfile/Profile/?UserKey=9bd36067-4f76-47e5-a9b0-a5984d59c8a3
http://my.ptg.org/PTG/Communities/Resources/ExecutiveOutlook/


This entry is by
Alan Hallmark, Chapter President
The Richmond VA Chapter 231

The Richmond Update
September, 2012 Newsletter, page 4

(and made possible by the Chapternewswire community at my.ptg.org)

http://my.ptg.org/PTG/Communities/ViewCommunities/CommunityDetails/?CommunityKey=4a2e3763-a740-46f7-a0d9-6e3c039ccb68
http://my.ptg.org/Home/
http://my.ptg.org/PTG/Communities/Resources/ViewDocument/?DocumentKey=55b1e24c-3d27-4f23-b5f6-3617a79e24a4


Sooner Tuner
Classifieds

For Sale
Hamilton Grand

Serial #120786, 1926, 5' 2"
(built by Baldwin)

(listed by Keith McGavern, RPT)
(Oklahoma Chapter member)

mailto:tune-repair@allegiance.tv?subject=Hamilton%20Grand
http://pianostuff.kamcam.com/techgoodies/pianos/hamilton/hp.html
http://pianostuff.kamcam.com/techgoodies/pianos/hamilton/hp.html
http://pianostuff.kamcam.com/techgoodies/pianos/hamilton/hp.html

